[Usefulness of the histologic and microbiologic study of liver biopsy in the diagnosis of fever of unknown origin].
Since the usefulness of liver biopsy in the diagnosis of fever of unknown origin is still controversial, we analyzed the charts of 54 patients with fever of unknown origin in whom histological and microbiological studies of a liver biopsy were performed. The cause of fever was established in 43 (80%) patients and it was most frequently of an infectious origin (52%). Histological analysis of liver biopsy was useful in determining the final diagnosis in 26 patients (48%) and was the main/only diagnostic method in a third of them. It was useful even in patients with no evidence of hepatic disfunction. Microbiological analysis of liver biopsy was positive in 7 cases (25% of infectious causes). We consider that liver biopsy should be performed early in the work-up of patients with fever of unknown origin.